[The effect of multiple administrations of beta-endorphin and an enkephalinase inhibitor into the rat caudate nucleus on the realization of an avoidance conditioned reflex].
Effects of daily within three weeks intrastriatal microinjections (5 mcg) of beta-endorphine and inhibitor of enkephalin-degrading enzymes N-carboxymethyl-Phe-Leu were studied in rats. Inhibition of avoidance conditioning in a shuttle-box was observed in both experimental groups. Influence of enkephalinase inhibitor was the most effective. No changes in motor activity were observed. The findings suggest an involvement of the endorphine neostriatal system in avoidance conditioning and complex behavioural acts.